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Storms and Tempeſts may calm the Soul 
F and [ce be taught to warm 


the Heart, and praiſe the Creator. 
Anonym. Lett, to the Author, See p. 366. 
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97 IS true, in the delightful Seaſons, HIS Ten- 
| derneſs, and HIS Love, are moſt eminently 
' diſplayed, —In the vernal Months, all is 
Beauty to the Eye, and Muſic to the Ear, The Clouds 
drop Fatneſs; the Air ſoftens into Balm; and 
Flowers, in rich Abundance, ſpring where- ever 
we tread, bloom where-ever we look. Amid , 
the burning Heats of Summer, HE expands the 


Leaves, and thickens the Shades: He fpreads the 


cooling Arbour, to receive Us; and awakes the 
entle Breeze, to fan Us; the Moſs ſwells into a 
ouch, for the Repoſe of our Bodies; while the 
Rivulet ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, to ſooth 
our Imagination, —lIn Autumn, HIS Bounty co- 


vers the Fields, with a Profuſion of yellow Trea- 
ſure 3 and bends. the Boughs, with Loads of delici- 
ous Fruit. He furniſhes his hoſpitable Table with. 


preſent Plenty, and prepares a copious Magazine-for - 
future Wants, ——But, is is, only in theſe, ſmiling, 


Periods of the Year, that Gop, the all proggus | 
Gon, is ſeen? Has Winter no Tokens of his Pre- 
{ence ? Is not Winter eloquent of his Praiſe? Ves: 
„ His Way is in the Whirlwind,?” Storms and 


Tempeſts fulfil his Word, and extol his Power- 


Even piercing Froſts, bear Witneſs to his Good 
neſs ; while they bid the ſhivering Nations, tremble: 
at his. Wrath, ——Be Winter then, for a while, our 
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Theme . Perhaps, thoſe barren Scenes, may be 
fruiiful of intellectual Improvement, Perhaps, that 
chilling Cold, which binds the Earth in icy Chains z 
may ſerve to inlarge our Hearts, and warm them 

with holy Love, t 
SEE | how the Day is ſhortened /-—— The Sun, 
detained in fairer Climes, or engaged in more agree- 
able Services, riſes, like an unwilling Viſitant, with 
tardy and reluctant Steps, He walks, with a ſhy 
Indifference, along the Edges of the ſouthern Sky ; 
caſting an oblique Glance, He juſt looks upon our 
dejected World; and ſcarcely ſcatters Light through 
the thick Air. Dim is his — languid are 
his Gleams, while He continues. Or, if he chance 
to wear a brighter Aſpect, and a cloudleſs Brow; 
et, like the Young and Gay in the Houſe of Mourn- 
ing, He ſecms uneaſy, till he is gone; is in Haſte to 
depart.— And let Him depart. Why ſhould we 
with for his longer Stay; ſince He can ſhew Us no- 
thing, but Spectacles of Woe ? The flowery World 
lies dead, and the tuneful Tribes are ſtruck dumb. 
The Trees, ſtript of their Verdure, and laſhed by 
Storms, ſpread their naked Arms to the enraged and 
relentleſs Heavens. Fragrance no longer floats in 
the Air, but chilling Damps hover, or cutting Gales 
blow. Nature, diveſted of all her beautiful Robes, 
| ſits, like a forlorn diſconſolate Widow, in her —_—_ 
3 | While 


| * A Sketch of this Nature, I muſt acknowlege, is 1 
| quite different from the Subject of the, Book; and, I 
cannot but declare, was av far diſtant from the Thoughts 
of the Author. But, the Defire of che Acquairitanee, 
together with an Intimation of it's Uſefulneſs, by a very 
polite Letter from an unknown Hand (Which has wiite- 
fignedly furniſhed me with the beſt Motto, I could recol- 
| le&), prevailed with me to add a few deſcriptiye Touches, * 
* — and improving Hints, on what is ſo often experienced 
in theſe northern Regions. I hope, the 8 have 
made to oblige thefe Gentlemen, will obtain the re- 
bation, or, at leaſt, the greuſc, of my other Readers, 
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While Winds, in doleful Accents, howl; and Rains, 
in repeated Showers, weep. | 
x regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy Departure 
of the Day, When the Room is hung with funeral 
Black, and diſmal Objects are all around ; who 
would wiſh to have the glimmering 4 0 kept alive: 
which can only diſcover Scenes of Sorrow z only 
make the Hortor viſible ? And, fince th's mor- 
tal Life is little better than a continual Conflict with 
Sin, or an unremitted Struggle with Miſery ; is it 
not a"graciaus Ordination, which has reduced our 
Age to a Span Fourſcore Years of Trial, for the 
' Virtuous, are ſufficient! long 3 and more than ſuch 
'a Term, allowed to the Wicked, would render 
them beyond all Meaſure vile. Our Way to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, lies through Tribulations z 


' ſhall we then accuſe, ſhall we not rather bleſs, the 


Providence, which has made the Paſſage ſhort ? Soon, 


ſoon we croſs the Vale of Tears; and then arrive on 


' the happy Hills, where Light for ever ſhines, wherg 
Joy for ever ſmiles, 
\ | SOMETIMES, the Day is rendered ſhorter ſtill; 
* is almoſt, blotted out from the Year, The Vapourg 
gather z they thicken into an impenetrable Gloom; 
and obſcure the Face of the Sky. At length, the 
Rains deſcend; the Sluices of the Firmament ate 
opened; and the low-hung Clouds pour their con- 
gregated Stores. Copious and un-intermitted, ſtill 
they pour; and ſtill are un- exhauſted. The Wa- 
ters drop inceſſantly from the Eaves, and ruſh in 
rapid Streams from the Spouts. They roar along 


the chanelled Pavements, and ſtand in foul Shallow by 
\ amidſt the Village-Strects. Now, if the inattentiva 


Eye, or negligent Hand, has left the Roof but ſcan» 
tily covered; the inſinuating Element finds it's Way 
into every Flaw, and, oozing through the Ceiling, 


nat once upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs Inhabitant, 


the Skin, leaves his half- 


The Ploughman, ſoaked to 
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tilled Acre, The poor Poultry, dripping with Wet, 
eroud into Shelter, The Tenants of the Bough fold 
up their Wings, afraid to launch into the ſtreaming 
Air. The Beaſts, * and diſpirited, ruminate 
under their Sheds. The Roads ſwim, and the Brooks 
ſwell.— The River, amidſt all this watery Ferment, 
long contained itſelf within it's appointed Bounds. 
But, ſwollen by innumerable Currents, and rouſed, 
at laſt, into uncontroulable Rage, burſts over it's 
Banks; ſhoots into the Plain; bears down all O 
. poſition ; ſpreads itſclf far and wide; and buries the 
PE — . under a brown, ſluggiſh, ſoaking Deluge. 
* How fortunate for Man, that this Inundation 
4 comes, when there are no flowery Crops in the Val- 
ey, to be overwhelmed ; no Fields ſtanding thick 
with Corn, to be laid waſte | At ſuch a Juncture, it 
would have been Ruin to the Huſbandman and his 
' Family : but, thus timed, it yields Manure for his 
Ground, and promiſes Him Riches in Reverſion,— | 
How often, and how long, has the divine Majeſty 
© bore with the m oſt injurious Affronts from Sinners 
His Goodneſs triumphed over their Perverſeneſs, 
and graciouſly refuſed te be exaſperated. But Oh! 
. + . preſumptuous Creatures, multiply no longer your 
an Urge not, by repeated Iniquities, 
the Almighty Arm to ſtrike; leaſt his — 
ſuffering ceaſe, and his fierce Anger break forth; 
break forth, like a Flood of Waters , and ſweep 
_ Fou away, into irrecoverableand everlaſting Perdition. 
How mighty ! how majeſtic ! and O, how myſ- 
terious, are thy Works, thou GOD of Heaven, and 
" © LORD of Nature! When the Air is calm, where 
. Deep the formy Minds? in what Chambers are they 
repoſed, or in what Dungeons confined ? Till Thou 
15 .. art pleaſed to awaken thy Rage, and throw open 
=. their Pciſon-Doors : Then, with irreſiſtible Impetu- 
n . | # 1; oſity 
2 Hol. v. 10. 
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 ofity they fly forth, ſcattering Dread, and menacing . 


ruction. * 
Tux whole Atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt” 
tumultuous Confuſion. The aereal Torrent burſts 
it's Way over Mountains, Seas and Continents. 
All Things feel the dreadful Shock. All Things 
tremble before the furious Blaſt;. The Foreſt, vex- 
ed and tore, groans under the Scourge: her ſturdy 
Sons are ſtrained to the very Root, and almoſt, kiſa 
the Soil, they were wont to fhade.. The ſtubborn 
. Oak, that diſdains to bend, is daſhed; headlong to 
- the Ground ; and, with ſhattered; Arms, with proſ- 


trate Trunk; blocks the Road, ——W hile the flexile 
Reed,, that ſprings up in the March, yielding to-the' © 
. Guſt (as the 'mee#' and pliant Temper to Injuries 3; 
or the re ned and patient Spirit, to Misfortunes) ;. 
eludes the Force of the Storm, and ſurvives: amidſt 
the wide · ſpread Havock. 14 
„Foz a Moment; the turbulent and outragecue 
Sky, ſeems; to be aſſwaged: but, it intermits it's phy 
9 Wrath, only to increaſe it's Strength. Soon, the 
ſounding Squadrons of the Air return to the Attack, 
and renew their Ravages with redoubled Fury. The [ 
| ſtately Doom rocks, amidſt the wheeling Clouds. 
The — > Tower totters on it's Baſis; and! 
threatens to overwhelm, whom it was intended to 
protect. The ragged Rock is rent in Pieces “; and 
even the. Hills, the perpetual: Hills, on their deep 
Foundations, are ſcarcely ſecure. Where, now, 
is the Place of Safety? When the City reels, 
and Houſes. become Heaps ! Sleep affrigbted fies. 
Diverſion is turned into Horror. All: is Uproag in- 
the Element; all. is Conſternation among Mortal; # 
and nothing, but one wide Scene of rueful Devatta- 
tion, through the Land— Vet, this is an infe- 
rior Miniſter of divine Diſpleaſure. The Executio-—- 
ner of milder es How then—O, E 8 
. 1 e 11. 
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will the lofty Looks of Man be humbled, and the 
Hauglit neſs of Men be bowed down *; when'the 
LORD GOD omnipotent ſhall meditate Terror---- 
” - When He ſhall ſet all his Terrors in Array——when 
He aiifes, to judge the Nations, and to ſhake terri- 
© bly the Earth! N Nene e 
Tux Ocean ſwells with tremendous Commotions. 
The ponderous Waves are heaved from their capa- 
*,. -Tious Bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable 
Deep. Flung into the moſt rapid Agitation, they 
" ſweep over the Rocks; they laſh the lofty Cliffs; 
and toſs themſelves into the Clouds. Navies are 
rent from their Anchors ; and, with-all their enor- 
mous Load, are whirled, ſwift as the Arrow, wild 
as the Winds, along the vaſt Abyſs. Now, they 
climb the rolling Mountain, they plough the fright- 
ful Ridge, and ſeem to ſkim the Skies : anon, they 
Plunge into the opening Gulph, they loſe the Sight 
of Day, and are loſt themſelves to every Eye. How 
Vin is the Pilot's Art! How impotent the Mariner's 
Strength! They reel to and fro, and ſtagger in the 


Jjarring Hold; or cling to the Cordage, while burſt- 
ing Seas foam over the Deck. Diſpair is in every 
Face, and Death ſits threatening on every Surge. 
„ b eg 
$5 4 Wa 4 1 45 . is #30 
25 -—Mortalia Cordæae 
Per Gentes humilis ſtravit Pavor. + 
One would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had read Jaiab, 
and borrowed his Ideas from Chap, ii. verſ. 11. The 
bumilis, and ftrawyt, of the one, ſo exactly correſ- 
3 pond with the—humbled—bowed dewn—of the other, 
But, in one Circumſtance, the Poet js vaſtly inferior to 
ww * the Prophet. The latter, by giving a very ſtriking Con- 
a to his Sentiments, repreſents them with incompara- 
.. © bly greater Energy, He ſays not, Man in the groſs, or 
«the human Heart in general: but Men of the moſt elated 
Looks ;. Hearts big with the moſt arrigant Imaginations; 
even Hangbrincſi itſelf ; (hall focp from their ſupercilious 
Heights, ſhall grove! in the Joweſt Duſt of Abaſement, 
ande with the Lxugmes of an abject Puſillanimity. 
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hut why, O ye aſtoniſhed Mariners, why 
ſhould you abandon yourſelves to Deſpair? Is the 
| LORD's Hand ſhortened, becauſe the Waves of the 
Sea rage horribly ? Is his Ear deafened, by the roar- 
ing Thunders, and the bellowing Tempeſt ? Cry, 
Cry, unto HIM, who holdeth the Winds in 
e his Fiſt, and the Waters in the Hollow of his 
«© Hand,” HE is all- gracious, to hear; and al- 
mighty, to ſave. If HE command, the Storm ſhall 
de huſhed to Silence; the Bilows {hall ſubſide into 
2 Calm: the Lightenings ſhall lay their fiery Bolts 
aſideE: and, inſtead of finking in a'watery Grave, 
vou ſhall find Yourſe!ves brought to the defired 
"-SomtTiMEs, after a joyleſs Day, a more me- 
\ Jancholy ''N7zht ' ſucceeds ——The lazy, louring 
Vapours had wove ſo thigk a Veil, as the meridian ,, 
Sun could ſcarcely penetrate. What Gloom then "4 | 
- muſt ovefwhelm the nocturnal Hours! The Moon 
- -withdfaws her ſhining. Not a ſingle Star, is able to ll 
iſtruggle through the deep Arrangement of Shades. | 
© All is piteby Darkneſs, without one enlivening Ray. 
How ſolemn! How awful ! *Tis like the Return of Wl 
+ Chaos, or the Shroud of Nature. I don't wonder, 
that it is the Parent of Terrors, and ſo apt to &- =, 
gender Fear, Lately, the Tempeſt mark*d'it's'ra- 
pid Way with Miſchief; now, the Night dreſſes her 
filent Pavilion with Horror. t Ref} 

I HAve ſometimes left the beaming Tapers, with- 
drawn from the ruddy Fire, and plunged into the 
thickeſt of theſe ſooty Shades : not, in the leaſt, re= 
gretting the Change, but rather exulting in it, as a *_ 
welcome Deliverance, The very Gloom way plea- 
ſing, was exhilarating, compared with the Conver- 
ſation, I quitted. "Ihe 'Specch of my Companions 

How does it grieve me, that I ſhould even once have 
ccaſion to call them by thar Name |) was the Wl 
Language of Darkneſs; was Horror to the Soul, WM 
| | _ and, 8 
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and Torture to the Ear v. Alas ! that I ſhould 
have room to make the Reflection! May I never be 
under a Neceſſity of repeating it! Their Tongues 
were dipt in the Venom of Aſps: “ their Throat 
« was an open Sepulchre;“ cruel to their Neigh- 
bour's Character, as the Grave; and inſatiable in 
| | flanderous Aſſaſſinations, as the Grave in devouring. *' 
1 her Prey. Sometimes, their licentious and ungo-ꝛ 
vernable Diſcourſe, ſhot Arrows of Profuneneſi 

12 againſt Heaven itſelf ;. and, in proud Defiance, chal- 
lenged the Reſentment of Omnipotence. Some-- | 
times, as if it was the Glory of human Nature, to * 


— 
1 


| ſhare and cheriſh ſome of the gro//z/t Appetites,of 
= the Brute; and the Mark of a Cl Oipes have | 
: ſerved an Apprenticeſhip in a Brothel.; the filthieſt 
_ Jeſts of the Stews (if low Olſcenity can be a. Jeſt): 
. were nauſeouſly obtruded on the Company, till all the 
bk. Modeſt Part of it was expelled :. while the other, be- 
& ſotted Creatures laughed aloud,. though the Leproſy; + 
of Uncleanneſs appeared on their Lips.——Are not 
theſe Perſons Priſeners of Darkneſs ;. though blage- 
ing Sconces pour artificial Day through — Rooms 1 
1 - Are not their Souls immured in the moſt baleful: 
A Shades; though the Noon-tide Sun is brightened, 
by flaming on their gilded Chariots? They, diſcern 
F” not. that great and adorable Being, who fills. the 
nnn 5 
a What has been ſaid, I aſk'd my Soul, what done? 
| How flow'd our Mirth ! or whence the Source begun! 
Perhaps, the JeR, that charm'd the ſprightly Croug,, 
3 And made the N Table laugh ſo loud, | 
T0 ſome fa//e Notion ow'd it's poor Pretence,, 
Po an ambiguous Word's perverted Senſqm 
3 To a wild Sonnet, or a wanton Air. 
Offence and Torture to the ſober Ear, 9 
1 Perhaps, alas! the pleating Stream was brought 
From this Man's Error, from auother's Fault; 
From Topics, which Good-uature would forget, 
of ; And Prudence. menticu with the lalt Regret. | 
; 1 ' Fu-“ Solomon. 
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Univerſe with his infinite and glorious Preſence : 
who is all Eye, to obſerve their Actions; all Ear, to 
hear their Words, They know not the all-ſuffici- l 
ent Redeemer, nor the unſpeakable Bleſſedneſs f 
his heavenly Kingdom. They are groping for the 
Prize of Happineſs ; but will certainly graſp the 
Thorn of Anxiety. They are wantonly ſporting on 
the Brink of that Precipice ; from whence, in a 
Moment, they may fall headlong into irretrievable 
Ruin, and endleſs Deſpair 
Tur have forced me out, and are, perhaps, de- 
riding me in my Abſence: are charging my Reve- 
rence for my Maker, and real Senſe of the Excel 
lency of the RATIONAL Nature, to the Ae- 
count of Humour and Singularity ; Narrowneſs of * 
Thought, or Sourneſs of Temper. But be it ſo. 
I will indulge no Indignation againft Them; 
and, if any thing like it ould ariſe, I will convert 
it into Prayer.“ Pity Them, Oh Thou Father 
Shew them the Madneſs of their * 
& Profaneneſs——Shew them the Baſeneſs of their- "8 
« vile Ribaldr Let them be dumb, in filent' 
« Shame and Confuſion ; till they open their Lips, 
„ to adore thine infulted Majeſty to implore- 
« thy Pardon—and humbly devote to The thoſe * 
6 ſocial Hours, thoſt injured F aculties; which they. ® 
& are now abuſing, to thy Diſhonour; to their own 
© mutual Contamination 3 and (unleſs timely Re " 
&« pentance intervene) to their common Infamy,. 
4 and final Perdition.“ | 2700 | 
 Intps home amidſt the gloomy Void: all dark- 
ling and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my Horſe's. 
Head; and only gueſs out my blind Road, V 
Companion, but Danger; or, perhaps, „ Neſtruc- 7 
& tion ready at my Side ®;” —— But, why do I fan- 
8 myſelf ſolitary ! Is not. the Father of Lights; the 
Cop of my Life ; the great and everlaſting Friend? 
487 q | alwa) 8 
Job xb. 42. 
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always at my Right Hand ? Becauſe the Day is ex- 
cluded, is his Omnipotence vacated ? Though I 
have no earthly Acquaintance near, to aſſiſt in caſe 
of a Misfortune ; or to beguile the Time, and di- 
vert uneaſy Suſpicions, by entertaining Conferen- 
ces: May I not lay my Help upon the Almighty, 
and converſe with God by humble Supplication ? 
For this Exerciſe, no Place is improper 3 no Hour 
unſeaſonable; and no Poſture incommodious. This 
is Society, the beſt of '$cciety, even in Solitude. 
This is a Fund of Delights, eafily portable, and 
gon inexhauſtable. A "Treaſure this, of unknown 


| Value; and liable to no Eazard, from Wrong or 


- Robbery ; but perfectly ſecure to the lonely Wan- 
derer, in the mo! darkſome Paths. | 
Auxp why thould I diftrefs myſelf with Appreben- 
ont of Peril ? This Acc to Gop, is not only 
an indefeaſible Privilege, bu: a kind of ambulatory 
- * Gariſdn. Thoſe, that male known their Requeſts 
© unto God, and rely upon Lis protecting Care] He 


Angels are commiſſioned, to eſcort them in their 
Travelling; and to hold up their Goings, that they 
"daſh not their Foot againſ. a Stone. Nay, He Him- 
> _ ſelf condeſcends to be their Guardian, and © keeps 
& all their Bones, ſo that not one of them is brok- 
4% en.“ They are, according to the Certificate of 
" Revelation, „in League with the Stones of the 
' 66 Field .“ Though they fall Headlong on the 
Flints, even the Flints, fitted to fracture the Skull, 
"ſhall receive them as into the Arms of Friendſhip; 
© and not offer to hurt, whom the Lord is ple 
to preferve, 580 11 way 
| ar I then enjoy the Preſence of this gracious 
" Gop ; and Darkneſs and Light ſhall be both alike, 
'4 Let HIM whiſper Peace to my Conſcience 3 and 
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"gives his Angels charge over their Welfare, His 


„ tis dread Silence ſhall be more charming, than the 
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Voice of Eloquence, or the Strains of Muſic. Let 
HIM reveal his raviſhing Perfections in my Soul; 
and I ſhall not want the Saffron Beauties of the 
Morn, the golden Glories of Noon, or the impur- 
pled Evening Sky. I ſhall ſigh only for thoſe moſt 
defirable and diſtinguiſhed Fealms ; where, the 
Light of HIS Countenance perpetually ſhines, and 
conſequently——< there is no“ Night there.“ 
How ſurpriſing are the Alterations of Nature 
T left her the preceding Evening, plain and un- 
adorned. But, now, a thick Rhime has ſhed it's 
hoary Honours over all. It has ſhagged the Fleeces 
of the Sheep, and criſped the Traveller's Locks. 
The Hedges are richly fringed, and all the Ground 
| profuſely powdered. The downward Branches are 
»'& tafſeled with Silver, and the upright are feathered 
with the plumy Wave, | | 
Bur, the Fine are not always the Valuable, The 
Air, amidſt all theſe gaudy Decorations, is cg 
with chilling, and unwholſome Damps. The ha- 
zy Influence ſpreads wide; ſits deep; hangs _ 
and oppreſſive on the Springs of Life. A liftle 
Langour <logs the animal Functions; and the pur- 
ple Stream glides but faintly thro? it's Chanels. In 17 
vain, the Ruler of the Day exerts his beaming Pow- 
ers: In vain, He attempts to diſperſe this Inſurree- 
tion of Vapours, The ſullen, malignant Cloud re- 
fuſes to depart, It envelops the World, and inter- 
cepts tho Preſpect. I look abroad for the neighbour- 
ing Village; I ſend my Eye in queſt of the riſing 
"Turret ; but, am ſcarce able to diſcern the very 7 ü 
next Houſe, Where ate the blue Arches of Hea» r- 
ven; Where the radiant' Countenance of the Sun; 
where the boundleſs Scenes of Creation ? Loft, loſt 
are their Beauties; quenched their Glories, The 
_ thtonged Theatre of the Univerſe, ſeems an empty 
Void; and all it's elegant Pictures, an undiſtin- 
4 f 1.163 271. + + guiſhed 
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guiſhed Blank. Thus would it have been with 

our intellectual Views, if the Goſpel had not come 

in to our Relief,” We ſhould have known neither 

our true Good, nor real Evil. We had been a 

Riddle to ourſelves ; the preſent State all Confuſion, 

and the future, impenetrable Darkneſs. But, the 

Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſing with potent and tri- 
umphant Beams, has diſſipated the interpoſing 
Cloud; and opened a Proſpect, more beautiful than 

the Bloſſoms of Spring; more chearing than the 
Treaſures of Autumn ; more inlarged, than the Ex- 

tent of the viſible Syſtem: Which, having led the 

Eye of the Mind, thro' Fields of Grace, over Ri- 

| vers of Righteouſneſs, and Hills erowned with 
Knowledge; terminates, at length, in the Heavens; 

| ſweetly loſing itſelf, in Regions of inknite Bliſs, and 

0 endleſs Glory. ; 

As I walk along the Fog, it ſeems, at ſome little 
Diſtance, to be almoſt ſolid Gloom ; ſuch as would 
ſhut out every Glimpſe of Light, and totally impri- 
ſon me in Obſcurity, But, when I approach, and 
enter it ; I find myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and the 
s Miſt much thinner, than it appeared. Such is 
s thc Caſe with regard to the Sufferings of the preſent 
Life; they are not, when experienced, ſo dreadful, 
as a timorous Imagination ſurmiſed. Such alſo is 
the Caſe, with reference to the Gratificetions of 
— 4 they are not ſo ſubſtantial, as a ſanguine Ex- 
tion repreſented. In both Inſtances, we are 
graciouſly diſappointed : the Edge of the Calamity 
is blunted, that it may not wound us with incurable 

Anguiſh: the exquiſite Reliſh of the Proſperity is 
palled, that it may not captivate our Affections, and 
enſlave them to inferior Delights. ty 

SOMETIMES, the Face of Things wears a more 
leaſing Form ; the very reverſe of the foregoing. 

he ſober Evening advances, to cloſe the ſhort-lived 

Day. The Firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on 
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it's brigheſt Blue. The Stars, in thronging Multitudes, 

and with a peculiar Brilliancy, glitter thro' the fair 
Expanſe. While the Fręſt pours it's ſubtle and pe- 
netrating Influence, all around, Sharp and intenſly 
keen, all the long Night, the rigid Æther continues 
it's Operations. When, late and low, the Morn- 
ing opens her pale Eye; in what a curious and amu- 
ſin Diſguiſe, is Nature dreſſed | The Tcicles, jagged 
and uneven, are pendent on the Houſes, A whi- 
tiſh Film incruſts the Windows, where mimic Land- 
ſchapes riſe, and fancied Figures ſwell, The fruit- 
ful Fields are hardened to Iron; the moiſtened 
Meadows are congealed to Marble ; and both re- 
ſound (an Effect unknown before) with the Peaſant's 
haſty Tread. The Stream is arreſted in it's Career, 
and it's ever-flowing Surface chained to the Banks. 
The fluid Paths become a ſolid Road; where the 
finny Shoals were wont to rove, the ſportive Youth 
ſlide, or the rattling Chariots roll“. And (what 
would ſeem to an Inhabitant of the Southern World, 
as unaccountable as the deepeſt Myſteries of Reli- 
gion) that very ſame Breath of Heaven, which ce- 
ments the Lakes into a cryſtal Pavement ; cleaves the 
Oaks, as it were, with inviſible Wedges: “ breaks 
« in Pieces the Northern Iron, and the Steel ;” 
even while it builds a Bridge of Icy Rock, over the 


Seas . 
Tux 


1 Concreſcunt ſubito currenti in flumine eruſtæ; 
— * jam tergo ferratos ſuſtinet orbes, 
Puppibus illa prius patulis, nunc hoſpita plauſtris, 
Eraque diſſiliunt ul o. Vino. 

+ Job. xxviii. 30. The Waters are hid, locked up 
from the Cattle's Lips, ſecured from the Fiſher's" Nets, 
and concealed from the Human Eye, as Wells are with 
.a ponderous and impenetrable Stone. And not only 
Lakes and Rivers, but the Surface of the great and 
boundleſs Deep, with it's reſtleſs and uncontroulable Sur- 

es, is taken Captive Mar by the Froſt, and bound in 
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Tux Air is all Serenity. Refined by the nitrous 
Particles, it affords the moſt diſtinct Views, and 
extenſive Proſpects. The Seeds of Infection, are 
killed; and the Pęſtilence deſtroyed, even in Em- 
bryo. So, the Cold of Afliction tends to mortify 
our Corruptions, and ſubdue our vitious Habits, 
The crouding Atmoſphere conſtringes our Bodies, 
and braces our Nerves, The Spirits are buoyant, 
and ſally briſkly on the Execution of their Office, 
Had we been under ſuch unclouded Skies, and ſo 
bright a Sun, in the Summer Months ; we ſhould 
have been melted with Heat, and ſoftened into Su- 
pineneſs : been ready to ſtretch our Limbs under the 
ſpreading Beach, and lie at Eaſe by the murmuring 
Brook. But, now, none loiters in his Path; none 
is ſeen with folded Arms: all is in Motion; all is 
Activity; Choice, prompted by the Weather, ſup- | 
- plies the Spur of Neceſſity, Thus, the rugged 

hool of Misfortune, often trains up the Mind, to 
a lively Exertion of it's Faculties; the 4-en Climate 
of Adverſity, often inſpirits us with a manly Reſolu- 
tion: when a ſoft and downy Affluence, perhaps, 
would have relaxed all the generous Spring of the 
Soul, and have left it enervated with Pleaſure, or 
diſſolved in Indolence, BUT ap} 

« COLD cometh out of the North.” The 
Winds, having ſwept thoſe Deſarts of Snow, arm 
themſelves with Millions of frozen Particles, and 
make a fierce Deſcent upon our Iſle, Under black 
and ſcowling Clouds, they drive, dreadfully whiz- 
zing, through the darkened Air, They growl 
around our Houſes aſſault our Doors; and, eager 

for Entrance, faſten on our Windows, Walls can 

\ ſcarce reſtrain them; Bars are unable to exclude 
them; through every cranny they force their Way. 
Tee is on their Wings; they ſcatter Agues, through 
the Land ; and Winter, al Winter, rages as they 
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Their Breath is as a ſearing “ Iron to the little 
Yerdure,lef in the Plains. Vaſtly more pernicious to 
the tender Plants than the ſharpeſt Knife; they not 
only kill their Branches, but wound the very Root. 


ſoms dare to come abroad, from their Lodgment in, 
the Bark; leſt theſe ſavage, murderous Blaſts, de- 

troy the Hope of the advancing Year. | 
On, 'tis ſeverely cold ! Who is ſo hardy, as not 
to ſhrink at this exceſſively pinching Weather? Eve- 
ry Face is pale. Even the blooming Cheeks con- 
tract a gelid Hue; and the Teeth hardly forbear 
chattering. Ve that ſit eaſy and joyous, in your. 
commodious Apartments, ſolacing yourſelves in the 
diffuſive Warmth of your Fire; be mindful of your 
Brethren, in the chearleſs Tenement of Poverty. 
Their ſhattered Panes, are open to the piercing 
Winds ; a tattered Garment, ſcarcely covers their 
ſhiverring Fleſh ; while a few faint and dying Em- 
bers on the ſqualid Hearth, rather mock their 
Wiſhes, than warm their Limbs, . While the ge- 
nerous Juices of Oporto, ſparkle in your Glaſſes; or 
the Streams, beautifully tinged, and deliciouſly fla- 
voured, by the Chineſe Leaf, ſmoak in the elegant 
Porcelain : O remember, that many of your Fellow- 
Creatures, amidſt all the Rigour of theſe inclement 
Skies, are'inuciated wich Sickneſs ; benumbed with 
Age; and pining with Hunger. Let “ their, Loing 
« bleſs you,” for comfortable Cloathing ! ſupply 
| them 


This, I ſuppoſe, is the Meaning of that figurative 
Expreſlion, uſed by the Prophet Habathuk ; who, ſptak- 
ing of the Cha/deant invading Fudra, fays—Their Fries, 
or the Incurſions they wake, fall ſup up, hall ſwallow 
— ſhall - devour utterly, the Inhabitants of the 

ountry, and their valuable Eliects; ws rhe ketn, cor- 
_ roding Blast, of the Ea Ii ind, defiroy every green 

Thing in the Field. Had, i. 9. N 


* 


* 
22 A WinTzer-Pritcr. 


them with Food, with Fewel ; and baffle the rage- 
ing Year. So, may you never know.any of their 
Diſtreſſes, but only by the Hearing of the Ear; the 
Seeing of the Eye; or the Feeling of a tender Com- 
miſeration !!Þ"—Methinks, the bitter bluſtering 
Winds plead for the poor Indigents : may they 
breathe Pity into your Breaſts ! while they blow 
Hardſhips into their Huts, — Obſerve thoſe blue 
Flames, and ruddy Coals, in your Chimney : quick- 
ened by the Cold, they leok more lively, and grow 
more rongly: Silent, but ſeaſonable Admonition 
to the gay Circle, that chat and ſmile around them 
Thus, may your Hearts, at ſuch a Juncture of 
Need, kindle into a peculiar Benevolence! Detain 
not your ſuperfluous Piles of Wood, Let them 
haſten to the Relief of the ſtarving Family. Bid 
them expire in many a willing Blaze, to mitigate the 
Severity of the Seaſon, and chear the bleak Abodes 
of Want: So ſhall they aſcend, mingled with Thankſ- 
ivings to GoD, and ardent Prayers for your Wel- 
dend, more grateful to Heaven, than cur+ 

ing Columns of the moſt coſtly Incenſe, | 
ow the Winds ceaſe. Having brought their 
Load, they are diſmiſſed from Service. ey have 

wafted an immenſe Cargo of Clouds, which emp 

themſelves in Snow. At firſt, a few ſcattered Sh 

come wandering down the ſaddened Sky, This 
flight Skirmiſh, is ſucceeded by a general Onſet, 
The Flakes, large, and numerous, and thick-wa- 
82 deſcend in a continual Flow. All Night, 
fleecy Showers, in ſofteſt Silence, fall. In the 
Morning, when we awake, what a ſurpriſing 
Change ap Is this the ſame World 
Here is no Diverſity of Colour ! I can hardly diſtin- 
guiſh the Trees, from the Hills on which they 
grow. Where is the Difference between the Grounds, 
deſtined to the Plough; and thoſe, reſerved for 
Paſturage ? All Things lie blended'in Wo 
| | a: 
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lion. So bright, that it heightens the Splendor of 


Day, and even dazzles the Organs of Sight. The 


Lawn is not ſo fair, as this ſnowy Mantle, which 
inveſts the Fields ; and even the Lily, was the Lily 
to appear, would look tarniſhed in his Preſence. 1 
can think but of ane Thing, which excels, or equals, 
this glittering Robe of Winter. Is any one deſirous 
to know what I mean? He may find it deſcribed, 
in that admirable Hymn *, compoſed by the Royal 
Penitent. Is any one deſirous to be poſſeſſed of fo 
valuable a Rarity ? He will find it offered to his Ac- 
ceptance, in every Page of the Goſpel. —See! 
(for the Eye cannot- ſatisfy itſelf, without n 
again and again the curious, the delicate Scene) See 
how the Hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs Veſtals: 
the Houſes are roofed, with Uniformity and Luſtre: 
the Meadows are covered, with a Carpet of the fineſt 
Ermine : the Groves bow, beneath the lovely 
Burthen :- and all, all below, is one wide, immenſe, 
ſhining Waſte of White, MER: be 
AMAZING are the Works of the great Creator, 
and prodigiouſly various. How pliant and duQtile is 
Nature, under his forming Hand I At his Command, 
the ſelf-ſame- Subſtance aſſumes the moſt different 
Shapes ; and is transformed into an endleſs Multi- 
plicity of Figures, If HE ordains, the Water is, 
moulded into Hail, and diſcharged upon the Earth, 
like a Volley of Shot; or, it is conſolidated into 
Ice, and defends the Rivers, “ as it were with a 
&« Breaſt-plate,” At the bare Intimation of his 
Will, the very ſame Element is ſcattered in Hoar- 
Froſt, like a Sprinkling of the moſt attenuated 
Aſhes; or, is ſpread over the Surface of the 
Ground, 


* Pal. li. 7. See Pag. 145, 146. 
This Animal is Milk-white ; and ſo far is it from 
having Ser, thai, as he Tiadition goes, it will rather 
dic, or be taken, than ſuily it's Whiteneſs, See Cham - 
bers's Difionury. 
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1 in theſe ſwelling Couches of deep and flaky 
 £/0Wn, * b 1% bing at 
Tu Snow, however it may carry the Appea- 
rance of Cold, affords a warm Garment ſor the 
Corn; ſcreens it from yippiug. Froſts, and cheriſhes 
it's infant Growth. It will abide for awhile, to 
exert a protecting Care, and exerciſe a foſtering In- 
fluence. Then, touched by the Sun, or thawed: 


. by a ſoftening Gale z, the furry Veſture, melts inte 


genial Moiſture; finks deep into the Soil, and ſatu- 
rates it's Pores with the diſlolving Nitre: repleniſh-- 
ing the Glebe: with that vegetative Life, which will. 
open into the Bloom of Spring, and ripen into the 
Fruits of Autumn. Beautiful Emblem this, and 
comfortable Repreſentation, of the Efficacy. of the 
divine Word: both in the ſucceſsful, and advanta- 
geous Iſſue, of it's Operation! As the Rain com- 
<c eth down, and the Snow from Heaven, and re- 
« turneth not thither, but watereth the Earth, and 
* maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
< Seed to the Sower, and Bread to the Eater: So 
« ſhall my Word be, that goeth forth gut of my: 
&«& Mouth: It ſhall not return unto me void, but. 
& ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall 
64 proſper in the Thing whereto | ſent it “.“ | 
ATURE, at length, puts off her lucid Veil, 

She drops it, in a trickling Thaw;; The looſened- 
| 8 rolls in Sheets from the Houſes. Various 
penings ſpot the Hills; which, even while we 
look, become larger, and more numerous. The 
Trees rid themſelves, by Degrees, of the hoary In- 
cumbrance. Shook from the ſpringing Boughs, 
Part falls heavy to the Ground, Part flies abroad in. 
ſhining Atoms. Our Fields and Gardens, lately 
buried beneath the driſted Heaps, riſe plain and di- 
ſtint to View. And, ſince we ſee Nature once 
again, has She no verdant Traces, no beautiful Fea- 
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tures, left? They are, like real Friends, very rare; 
and therefore the more particularly to be ed, 
the more highly to be valued. Here and there, 
the Holly hangs out her glowing Berries; the Lau- 
ruſtinus ſpreads her graceful Tufts; and both, un» 
der a Covert.of unfading Foliage. The (Plains 
but hardy uy cloathes the decrepit, crazy Wall; 
nor ſhrinks from the friendly Office; tho? the Skies 


. frown, and the Storm roars.— The Laurel, firm, 


erect, and bold, expands it's Leaf of vivid Green. 
In ſpite of all the united, the repeated Attacks of 
Wind, and Rain, and Froſt, it preſerves an undiſ- 
mayed lively Look; and maintains it's Poſt, while 
withering Millions fall around. Worthy, by van» 
quiſhing the rugged Force of Wintel, worthy to 
adorn the triumphant Conqueror's Brow, Nor 
muſt I forget the Bay-tree ; which ſcorns to be a 
mean Penſioner, on a few ſunny Gleams ; or, with. 
a ſervile Obſequiouſneſs, to vary its Appearance, in 
Conformity to the changing Seaſons. By ſuch In- 
dications of ſterling Worth, and ſtanch Reſolution, 
reading a Lecture, to the Poet's Genius; while it 
weaves the Chaplet, for his Temples.—The/z, and 


a few other Plants, Elad in their native Verdure, re- 


tain their comely Aſpect, in the bleakeſt Climes, 
and coldeſt Months. 

Such, and ſo durable, are the Accompliſhments 
of a refined Underſtanding, and an amiable Temper. 
'The tawdry Ornaments of Dreſs, which catch the 
unthinking Vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and deſpi- 
cable. The rubied Lip, and the fluſhing Cheek, 
fade, Even the ſparkling Wit *, as well as the 


ſparkling 


% How little does God eſteem the Things that Men 

« count great; the Endowmeats of Wit and Eloquence, 
« that Men admire in —— ! Alas! how poor are they 
- 6 &g 
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ſparkling 2 pleaſe but for a Moment. But the 


virtuous Mind has Charms, which ſurvive the De- 
cay of every inferior Emabelliſhment ; Charms, which 
add to the Fragraucy of the Flower, the Permanency 
of the Ever- green. | 

Sven, likewiſe, is the Happing/s of the fincerely 
Religious; lie a Tree, ſays the inſpired Moralift, 


c whoſe Leaf ſhall not fall.” He borrows not 


his Peace from external Circumſtances; but has a 
Fund within, and is “ ſatisfied from himſeif.” Even 
though impoveriſhed by Misfortunes, He is rich in 
the Poſſeſſion of Grace, and richer in the Hope of 
Glory. His Joys are infinitely ſuperior to, as well 

| | as 


<* to Him! He reſpecteth not any who are wiſe in Heart: 
they are nothing, and leſs than nothing, in his 
% Eyes. Even w/e Men admire, how little it is 
« that Mien know ; how ſmall a Matter lies under the 
Sound of theſe popular Wonders, a learned Man, a 
% great Scholar, a great Stateſman, How much more 
Tc. ore the-all-wiſe Gop meanly account of Theſe! He 
© often diſcovers, even to the World, their Meanneſs. 
He befto/s them. So Valour, or Birth, or worldl 
«+ Greatneſs, theſe He gives, and gives as Things He 
% makes no great Reckoning of, to ſuch as ſhall never 
« ſee his Face; and calls to the Inheritance of Glory 
| 4 poor deſpiſed Creatures, that are looked on as the 
% Off-courgings, and Refuſe of the World.“ 
. —T HUS ſays an excellent Author; who writes with 
the moſt amiable — of Benevolence; with the moſt 
unaſfected Air of Humility; and, like the ſacred Ori- 
ginals, from which he copies, with a majeſtic Simplicity 
of Style. Whoſe /e/c& I ur I may venture to re- 
commend, not only as a Treaſure, but as a Mine, of 
nuine, ſterling, evangelical Picty.——Seec Page 520, 


of Archbiſhop LEICHTOx's ſelect Works, the Edin- 


burgh Edition, Octavo: Which it is neceſſary to ſpecify, 
becauſe the London Edition does not contain that Part of 
his Writings, which has ſupplicd me with the preceding 
Quotation. a 
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23' nobly independent on, the tranſitory” Glow of 
ſenſual Delight, or the capricious Favours of, what 
the World calls, Fortune, © © Mn, 
Ix the Snow compoſes the light- armed Troops of 
the Sky; methinks, the Hail conſtitutes it's heavy 
Artillery. When driven by a vehement Wind, with 
what dreadful Impetuoſity, does that ſtony Shower 
fall! How it rebounds from the frozen Ground, 
and rattles on the reſounding Dome ! It attenuates 
the Rivers into Smoxe,. or ſcourges them into Foam, 
It cruſhes the infant Flowers ; cuts in Pieces the 
Gardener's early Plants ; and batters the feeble 
Fortification of his Glaſſes, into Shivers. It darts 
into the Traveller's Face : He turns, with Haſte, 
from the Stroke; or feels, on his Cheek, for the 
guſhing Blood: If he would retreat into the Houſe, 
it follows him, even thither; and, like a determined 
Enemy, that puſhes the Purſuit, daſhes through the 
crackling Panes.— But, the fierce Attack is quickly 
over. The Clouds have. ſoon ſpent their Shafts ; 
ſoon unſtrung their Bow. How happy for the In- 
habitants of the Earth, that what is ſo r 
furious, ſhould be ſo remarkably Hort ! what elſe 
could endure the Shock, or eſcape Deſtruction ? 
Bur, behold a Bow; of no hoſtile Intention; a 
Bow, painted in variegated Colours, on the diſbur- 
dened Cloud. How vaſt is the Extent, how deli- 
cate the Texture, of that ſhowery Arch ! It com- 
paſſeth the Heavens, with a glorious Circle ; and 
makes Us forget, the Horrors of the Storm. Ele- 
gant it's Form, and rich it's Tinctures; but more 
delightful it's ſacred Significancy. While the Vio- 
let and the Roſe, bluſh in it's beautiful Aſpect ; the 
Olive-branch ſmiles in it's gracious import. It 
writes, in radiant Dyes, what the Angels ſung in 
harmonious Strains; * Peace on Earth, and Good-- 
* will towards Men.“ It is the Stamp of Inſurance, 
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And a comfortable Taler of a better and hap» 
Pier om where a Rainbow 
43 repreſented, as fi the Throne ® ; to in- 


— — beat, and Winter 
pierce no more z but ong; unbounded print for 


er, ever 
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With Foy, with Grief, that healing Hand I ſee 3 *% 


The Skies it form'd, and yet it bled for me. 4 
Night Thoughts, No. V. 
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DESCANT 
CREATION: 


F the Reader pleaſes to look back to Page 1855: 
He will find me engaged by a promi//ory Note, 
to ſubjoin a DESCANT upon CREATION. - 


To know the Live of CHRIST; to have ſuch a 
deep Apprehenſion of his unſpeakable Kindneſs, as 
may produce in our Hearts an adoring Gratitude to 
his dying Majeſty, and an unfeigned Faith in his pre- 
elous Ae this, according to St. Paul's Et. 
mate, is the higheſt and happieſt Attainment in the 
ſacred Science of Chriſtianity . The following, is - 
an Attempt to aſſiſt the attentive Mind, in learnin 
a Line or two of that beſt and greateſt Leſſon," Ie 
introduces the moſt conſpicuous Parts of the viſible ' 
Syſtem, as ſo many Prompters to our dull affections 3 
each ſuggeſting a Hint, adapted to the important oc- - 
caſion, and ſuited to it's reſpeRive Character. 

C 5 1 Can . 
2 Eph, i 2 
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CAN there be a more powerful Incentive to this 
heavenly Temper; than to conſider the magnificent 
and delicate Scenes of the Univerſe, with a particu- 
lar Reference to CHRIST, as the Creator ? 
Every Object, viewed in this Light, will, I hope, 
adminiſter inceſſant Recruits, to the languiſbing 
Lamp of divine Love. Every Production in Nature, 
will ſtrike a Spark into the Soul; and the whole 
— concur, to raiſe that ſmoaking Flax into 
a e. 


1 WF. . » , . 
CAN any Thing impart a ſtronger Joy, to the 
Believer ; 6 — effectually — J confirm his 
Affance, in the crucified LAM; than to behold the 
Heavens declaring his Glory, and the Firmament 
ſhewing his Handy»work ? Surely, it muſt be a 
Matter of inexpreſſible Conſolation to the poor Sin- 
ner; to obſerve the Honours of his Redeemer, 
written with Sun-beams, over all the Face of the 
World, 3 1 8 , ” 


Lr Thoſe, therefore, who delight to read pr 
Account of the incarnate J8Hovan? as He bs 
revealed in the Books of A/ and the Prophets, the 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles z endeavour, accuſtom 
themſelves, to ſee a Sketch of his Perſectlons ; as 
they ſtand delineated in that Hate) Volume, where 
every Leaf, is a ſpacious Plan- every Line a flow» 
ing Brook every Period, a lofty Mountain, 


Snourn any of my Readers be unexerciſed in 
ſuch Speculatlons, I beg leave (in purſuance of my 
Protoiſc) to preſent them with a Specimen ; to offer 
u Clue, Which may poſſibly lead their Minds, in- 
to this molt improving and delightful "Train of 
Thlaking, 


+ db SHoutn 
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SyouLD Any be inclined to ſuſpeR the following 
Obſervations, as the Voice of Rant, or the lawleſs 
Flight of Fancy ; rather than acquieſce in them, as 
the Words of Truth and Soberneſs : I intreat ſuch 
Perſons to recollect, That they are warranted by the 
unanimous Teſtimony of the inſpired Penmen. 
Who frequently celebrate IMMANUEL, or 
CHRIST JESUS, as the great Almighty Cauſe 
of All; aſſuring Us, that A/! Things were created 
by Him, and for Him; and that in Him all Thing 


conſiſt v. 


On ſuch a Subject, what is wonderful, is far 
from being extravagant. To be wonderful, is the 
grand Characteriſtic of Gon, and his Works; eſ- 
pecially, of that moſt diſtinguiſhed and glorious even 
of the Divine Works, REDEMPTION, So glo- 
rious, that, „ All the Miractes in Lgypt, and the 
« marvellous Acts in the eld of Zoan;” all that 
the Jetuiſ Annals have recorded, or the human Ear 
has heard; dwindle into trivial Events, and are 
ſcarce worthy to be remembered +, in compariſon of 
this ſtupendous Tranſaftion,-Kindled, there- 
fore, into pleaſing Aſtoniſhment, by ſuch a Survey z 
let me give full Scope to my Meditations, and pour 
out my whole Soul on ſo boundleſs a Subſect j rev 
gardleſy of the Limits, which cold Criticiſm might 


preſcribe, | 


O vs Angels, that ſurround the Thronez ye. 
Princes of Heaven, „ that. excel in Strength,“ and 
are cloathed with tranſcendent Brightneſs z HE who 
placed You in thoſe Stations of exalted * | 
4 w | 


» Colo/t, 1, 16, 17. Before my Render enters upon 
the following Deſcant, He is deſired to peruſe the Note, 
pag, 102, 194, of Reflectlon on a Flower-Garden, 

: Iſai, xl | , 18, + 


"> 
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who dignified your Nature with ſuch illuſtrious En- 
dowments; He, whom you all obey, and all adore: 
»— HE took not on Him the Angelic Form, but 
united Himſelf to frail Fleſh and Blood; communi- 
cated with Us wretched Mortals in our Wearineſs, 
our Pains, and all our Infirmities, Sin only except- 
ed: — That We might, one Day, be raiſed to 
pur ſublime Abodes z be adopted into your bliſsful 

iety z and join with your tranſported Choir, in 
giving Glory to HIM that ſitteth upon the Throne, 
and to the LAMB for ever and ever *, 


© ve Sls what cone Arches ith och 


menſely high, and ſtretch ſo unmeaſurably wide: 


ſtupendous Amphitheatre ; amidſt whoſe vaſt expan- 
ſive Circuit, Orbs of enormous Magnitude are per- 
petually running their amazing Races : unfathom- 
able Depths of Ether; where Worlds unnumbered 
float, and, to our limited Sight, Worlds unnum- 
bered are loſt: He, who adjuſted your Dimen- 


ſions with his Span, and formed the magnificent 


Structure with his Word; HE was once wrapt in 
Swadling-cloaths, and laid in a Manger: — that 
the Benefits accruing to his People, through his moſt 
meritorious Humiliation, might have no other Mea- 
ſure of their Value than Immenſity ; might run pa- 
rallel, in their Duration, with Eternity. 


O vs Stars; that beam with ſuch inextinguiſha- 
ble Brilliancy, through the midnight Sky ; 8 


ceans 
of Flame, and Centres of Worlds, tho' ſeeming] 


little Points of Light ;:——He, who ſhone, with eſ- 
ſential * innumerable Ages, before your 
twinkling T apers were kindled; and will ſhine, 
with everlaſting Majeſty and Beauty, when your 
Places ſhall be known no more: HE was involved, 
for many Years, in the deepeſt Obſcurity ; lay [ou 

; c 3 


+ # Rev. v. 13. 


. 
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cealed, in the contemptible City Nazareth ; lay diſ- 
guiſed, under the mean Habit of a Carpenter's Son: 
that He might plant the Heavens “, as it were, 
with new Conſtellations ; and exalt the Clods of 
Earth to a Radiancy, ſuperior to yours: a Radi- 
ancy, which will adorn the very Heaven of Hea · 

vens, when you ſhall vaniſh away, like Smoke 7; 
— — as momentary Sparks from the ſmitten 

teel. 


Comets ; that ſometimes ſhoot into the illimitable 
Tracts of Æther, farther than the Diſcernment of 
our Eye is able to follow; ſometimes, return from 
the long, long Excurſion, and ſweep our affrighted 
Hemiſphere with your enormous fiery Train; that, 
ſometimes, make near Approaches to the Sun, and 
burn almoſt in his immediate Beams; ſometimes, 
retire to very remote Diſtances, and freeze, for 
Ages, in the exceſſive Rigours of Winter ;—He, 
who, at his Sovereign Pleaſure, withdraws the blaze 
ing Wonder : or leads forth the portentous Stranger, 
to ſhake Terror over guilty Kingdoms : HE was 
over-whelmed with the moſt ſhocking Amazement, 
and plunged into the deepeſt Anxiety; was chilled 
with Apprehenſions of Fear, and ſcorched by the 
Flames of avenging Wrath: That I, and other 

ER rebellious 


® Iſa, li. 16. 3 
+ Alluding to the Paſſage in {aiah, which is, I think, 
d and elevated beyond all Compariſon, —Lift u 

your Eyes to the Heavens, and look upon the Earth beneath: 
for the Heavens ſhall vaniſh away like Smoke, and the 
Earth ſhall wax old like a Garment, and they that dwell 
therein all die like the feeble Inſect ; but 7 * 
gf ſhall be for ever, and my Salvation ſhall not be abe« 
liſhed, Iſai. Ii. 6.— With the great Vitringa, I tranſlate 
the Words 2 J, not, in like Manner, but, like the fre- 
ble Inſet, Which renders the Period more complete; 
the Senſe more emphatical ; and is more agreeable te 
the Genius of the ſacred Original, 


* 
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rebellious Creatures, might not be for ever agitated, 
in the Extremes of jarring Paſſions; oppoſite, yet, 
on either Side, tormenting ; far more tormenting to 
the Soul, than the ſevereſt Degrees of your Heat 
and Cold to the human Senſe. 


Ys Planets; that, winged with unimaginable 
Speed, traverſe the Regions of the Sky ; ſometimes 
climbing Millions and Millions of Miles above, ſome- 
times deſcending as far below, the great Axle of 
your Motions : Ye, that are ſo minutely faithful, to 
the Viciſſitudes of Day and Night; ſo exactly punc- 
tual, in bringing on the Changes of your reſpective 
Seaſons: He, who launched you, at firſt, from 
his mighty Arm; who continually imyels You, with 
ſuch wonderful Rapidity ; and guides You, with 

ſuch perfect Regularity : Who fixes the Habita- 
« tion of his Holineſs, and. his Glory,“ infinite 
Heights above your. ſcanty Rounds : HE once be- 
came a helpleſs Infant; ſojourned in our inferior 
World ; fled from the Perſecutor's Sword ; - and 
wandered as a Vagabond in a foreign Land :—that 
He might lead our Feet into the Way of Peace; 

© that he might bring Us Aliens near to Gop, bring 
Us Exiles home to Heaven. 


| 
l 
| 


Tou Sun; inexhauſted Source of Light, and 
Heat, and Comfort; without whoſe Preſence an 
univerſal Gloom would enſue, and Horror inſup- 
rtable: Who, without the Aſſiſtance of any other 
| Fire, ſheddeſt Day through a thouſand. Realms ; 
and, not confining thy Munificence to Realms on- 
ly, extendeſt thy enlightening Influences to ſurround- 
ing Worlds: Prime Chearer of the Animal, and 
great Enlivener of the vegetable Tribes : ſo beauti- 
ful in thyſelf, ſo beneficial in thy Effects, that err- 
ing Heathens addreſſed thee with Adorations, and 
miſtook thee for thy Maker: He, who filled thy 


Or 
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Orb with a Profuſion of Luſtre ; Luſtre, in it's di- 
rect Emanations, unſufferably bright; but, rebated 
by Reflexion, delightfully mild: He, before whom 
thy meridian Splendors are but a Shade; whoſe Love 
transfuſed into the Heart, is infinitely more exhila- 
rating, than even thy ſweet and clear Shining after 
the Rain: He diveſted Himſelf of his all- tranſ- 
cending Diſtinctions, and drew a Veil over the Ef- 
fulgence of his Divinity ; that, by ſpeaking to Us, 
Face to Face, as a Man ſpeaketh unto his Friend, 
He might diſpel our intellectual Darkneſs : His 
& Viſage was marred,” and He became the Scorn of 
Men, the Outcaſt of the People; that, by this Ma- 
nifeſtation of his unutterrably tender Regard for our 
Welfare, He might diffuſe many a Gleam of Joy 
through our dejected Minds: that, in another State 
of Things, He might cloathe even our fallen Na- 
ture, with the Honours of that magnificent Lumi- 
nary ; and give all the Righteous to ſhine forth as the 
Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father. 


| Trov Moon; that walkeſt among the Hoſt of 
Stars, and, in thy lucid Appearance, art ſuperior 
to them all : fair Ruler of the Night; ſometimes, ſup- 
plying the Day, with thy waxing Brightneſs ; ſome- 

times, waning into Dimneſs, and ſcarcely ſcatter- 

ing the nocturnal Gloom; ſometimes, covered with 
Sackcloth, and alarming the gazing Nations. 
He, who dreſſes thy opake Globe, in beaming, but 
borrowed Silver; whoſe Dignity is unchangeable, 
underived, and all his own : He vouchſafed to wear 
a Body of Clay; He vouchſafed to appear as in a 
bloody Eclipſe, ſhorn of his reſplendent Beams, and 
ſurrounded with a Night of Horror, - that knew not 
one reviving Ray :=—Thus, has He impowered 
his Church, to tread the Moon under her Feet *; 
and, inſpired with the Hope of brighter Glory, of 
: more 


„Rer. Xii. 1. 


— 
—* 
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more enduring Bliſs, to triumph over all the vain 
Anxieties, and vainer Amuſements, of this ſublu- 
nary, precarious, mutable World, 


Ys Thunders ; that, awfully grumbling in the di- 
ſtant Clouds, ſeem to meditate Indignation, and 
form the firſt Eſſays of a far more dreadful Peal ; or, 
ſuddenly burſting over our Heads, rend the Vault 
above, and ſhake the Ground below, with the hi- 
deous, horrid Crack : Ye, that ſend your tremendous 
Vollies from Pole to Pole, ſtartling the ſavage Herds“, 
and aſtoniſhing the human Race: HE, who permits 
Terror to ſound her Trumpet, in your deep, pro- 
longed, inlarging, aggrivated Roar: HE uttered a 
feeble infantile Cry in the Stable, and ſtrong expir- 


ing Groans on the accurſed Tree: —that He might, 


in the gentleſt Accents, whiſper Peace to our Souls; 
* at length, tune our Voices to the Melody of 
eaven. 


O ys Lightnings; that brood, and lie couchant, 
in the ſulphureous Vapours : that glance, with fork- 
ed Fury, from the angry Gloom, ſwifter and fiercer, 
than the Lion ruſhing from his Den; or, open into 
vaſt expanſive Sheets of Flame, ſublimely waved 
over the proſtrate World, and fearfully lingering in 
the frighted Skies : Ye, that formerly laid in Aſhes 
the licentious Abodes of Luſt and Violence ; that 
will, ere long, ſet on fire the Elements, and co- 


operate in the Conflagration of the Globe :—He, 


who kindles your Flaſh, and directs you when to 
fally, and where to ſtrike ; commiſſions your whirl- 
ing Bolts, whom to kill, and whom to ſpare : He 
reſigned his ſacred Perſon, to the moſt barbarous and 
provoking Inſults ; ſubmitted his beneficent Hands, 
to the ponderous Hammer, and the piercing Nail ; 
yea, with-held not his Heart, his very Heart from 

$\ i the 


. Pſal, xxix. 8, 
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the Stab of the Executioner's Spear : and, inſtead 
of flaſhing Confuſion on his outrageous Tormentors z 
inſtead of ſtriking them dead to the Earth, or plung- 
ing them to the Depths of Hell, with his Frown z 
He cried-——in his laſt Moments, and with his 
agonizing Lips, He cried, FATHER, FoRGIVE 
THEM; FOR THEY KNOW Nor, WHAT THEY 
DO l—Þ O | what a Pattern of Patience for his 
Sainte]! What an Object of Admiration for Angels | 
What a Conſtellation of every mild, amiable, and 
benign Virtue ; ſhining, in this Hour of Darkneſs, 
with ineffable Splendor and Beauty“ Hence, 
hence it is, that We are not trembling under the 
Lightnings of Mount Sinai; that we are not blaſt» 
ed by the Flames of Divine Vengeance; or doomed 


to dwell with everlaſting Burnings. 1 G 
= 


One can hardly forbear taking notice of the Au- 
geinuous Temper, and perwerſe Taſte of Cel/ur ; who at» 
tempts to turn, this moſt diſtinguiſhing and ornamental 
Part of our Lord's. Life, into Ridicule and Reproach. 
— Having ſpoken of Caxr158T, as deſpitefully uſed, 
and arrayed in a purple Robe; crowned with Thorns ; 
and holding, by way of mock Majeſty, a Reed inſtead 
of a Sceptre (for He enters into all theſe Circumſtances, 
which is very remarkable); He adds, —— T. us ns . 
eh, aria rw yer Ju Tr amivurulas ; xa T1; & 
yg waving wavror puilas, xa rug vBptoilac us ta ier Te 
x% Tor wulipa Nav; Orig, contra Cell, p. 81. i. e. 
Why, in the Name of Wonder, does He not, on this Occa- 
fion, at leaſt, af the Gon? Why does He not deliver Him- 
Self from this ſhacking Ignominy ; or execute ſome fignal 
Vengeance, on the Authors of ſuch injurious and eryive 
Inſults, both of Himſelf and his Father J Why? 
Becauſe, HE was Meekneſs and Gentleneſs itſelf ; where- 
as, your Deities were Slaves to their turbulent and re- 
ſentful Paſſions, Becauſe, hey were little better than 
Savages in human Shape ; who too often made a Merit 
of Slaughter, and prided themſelves in ſpilling Blood : 
but, Cuaisr was the Prince of Peace, and came not to 

| deſtrop 
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Ys frowning wintry Clouds 3 Oceans pendent in 
the Air, and burdening the Winds : He, in whoſe 
Hand, You are an overflowing Scourge ; or, by 
whoſe Appointment, an Arſenal. “ of warlike Stores: 
He, who opens your Sluices, and a Flood guſhes 
forthz to y the Fruit of the _ and 

rown 


deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave, Becauſe, any Mad- 
man on Earth, or Fury from Hell, is capuble of venting 
his. Rage: But Who, amidſt ſuch vaſu.\erable Provocg- 
tlons and Barbarities ; he, baving in his on Hand, 
the Power to reſcue hirafelf, the Power to avenge him- 
ſelf could ſubmit to all, with an unruſed Serenity of 
Patience ; and not only not be exaſperated, but aver» 
come, in ſo triumphant a Manner, Zl with CoodP 
None but CxkieT! None but Gnkis re This was 
Compaſſion worthy of a Goo; Clemency and Charity 
truly divine, 

Therefore, the Calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent 
ObjeQor, in another Place, carries its own Confutation z 
or rather, falls with a Weight of x/amy on his dunghil 
Deities ; while it bears a moſt honourable Teftimony,. to 
the majeſtic and invincible Meekneſs of our Saviour, 
Ev pwr, ſays He to the Chiiſtian, ra ayanuala Tiley 
Aeg Nala, of avlcy yr Tor Atorvocr 1 11 Hparha 
wagella 21 dr, BK av 10u; xaifpuy an1Matas, wor 
274 c Oe rape xalalurolis xa xoraGorles, wiw 0 
wala Jeacarls mimoIacw, ibid. p. 404. i. e. You, in- 
deed, take upon You, to deride the Images of our Deities ; 
but if Bacchus himſelf, er Hercules, had been preſent, 
You would not have dared to offer ſuch an Aﬀront ; or, if 
You had been ſo preſumptuous, would have Whew, [mart-' 
ed for your Inſolence. Whereas, they who. tormented the 
very Perſon of your Gop, and even extended him with 
mortal Agony on the Croſs, ſuffered no Effeds of his Diſ- 
pleaſure. 

Juvenal ſeems to conſider the Clouds, under this 
ſame Character, in that beautiful Line. : 


Quicguid habent Telorum Armamentaria * 3 
8 at. 13. 


TAN * 
us — * 


* 


. A Deſcantupen CR RATIO M. 43 


drown the Huſbandman's Hopes: Who moulds 
You into frozen Balls, and you are ſhot, linked 
with Death +, on the Troops of his Enemies : HE, 
inſtead of diſcharging the Furiouſneſs of his Wrath 
upon this guilty Head; poured out his Prayers; 

ured out his-Sighs ; poured out his very Soul; 

r me and my Fellow-troaigreſſors ;——that, by 
virtue of his ineſtimable Propitiation, the Overflow« 
ings of Divine Good-will might be extended to ſin- 
ful Men; that the Okies might pour down Righte- 
ouſneſs z and Peace on her downy Wings, Peace 
with her balmy DleMngs, Ceſcend to dwell on Earth. 


Yr wernal Clouds 4 Furls of finer Air, Folds of 
ſofter Moifture z He, who draws You, in copious 
Exhalations, from the briny Deep; bids You leave 
every diſtaſteful Quality behind; and become float» 
ing Fountains of ſweeteſt Waters: He, who dif- 
ſolve You into gentle ain, and diſmiſſes You in 
fruitful Showers ; who kindly commiſſions You, to 
drop. down - Fatneſs, -a» Tou fall, and to ſcatter 
Flowers over the Field. HE, in the unuttera» 
ble Bitterneſs of his Spirit, was without any com- 
forting Senſe of his Almighty Father's Preſence; 
had not one Drop of that ſacred Conſolation, which, 
on many of his afflicted Servants, has been diſtilled 
as the Evening Dews, and has “ given. Songs in 
the Night” of Diſtreſs . That, from this un- 
allayed and inconſolable Anguiſh of our all-gracious 
Maſter, We, as from a Well of Salvation, might 
derive large Draughts of ſpiritual Res | 

| | | Hou 


/ 


+ It is well known, what terrible Slaughter has been 
made, by theſe mi/ive Weapons of the Almighty, 70%. 
x. 11.— gut, the moſt dreadful Deſcription of this 
= Ordnance of the Heavens, is in Rev. xvi. 21. 
There fell upon Men a great Hail out of Heaven, every 
Stane about the Weight of a Talent. oe ; 
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Tnov grand ethereal Bow z whoſe Beauties fluſni 
the Firmament, and charm every Spectator: He, 
who paints thee on the fluid Skirts of the Sky ; who 
decks thee with all the Pride of Colours ; and bends 
thee into that graceful and majeſtic Figure : at 
Whoſe b thy vivid Streaks 8 rife, 
or ſwiftly fade: HE, through all his Life, was 
arrayed. in the humble Garb of Poverty : and, at 
his Exit, wore the gorgeous Garment of Contempt : 
inſomuch, that even his own familiar Friends, a- 
ſhamed, or afraid to own Him, „ hid as it were 
« their Faces from Him®*:”—— To teach Us a be- 
coming Diſdain, for the unſubſtantial and tranſitory 
Glitter of all worldly Vanities: to introduce Us, 
in Robes brighter than the Tinges of thy reſplen- 
dent Arch ; even in the Robes of his own moſt 
immaculate Righteouſneſs, to introduce Us, un- 
blameable and unconfounded, before that awful 
Throne, which the peaceful Rainbow ſurrounds ; 
ſurrounds, as a Pledge of everlaſting Fidelity, and 
infinite Mercy.. 


Ys Storms and Tempeſts, that vex the Continent, 
and toſs the Seas ; that daſh Navies on the Rocks, 
and drive Foreſts from their Roots : He, who holds 
the rapid and raging Hurricane, in ſtreightened 
Reins ; and walks, dreadfully ſerene, on the very 
Wings of the Wind : He, whoſe Breath rouſes 
You into ſuch reſiſtleſs Fury, and whoſe Nod con- 
trouls You. in your wildeſt Career: H E _ 


 ®* Tfai. Iii. 3, p Sun YNDDY Fuit tauguam 
aliquir, e quo quiſque faciem occultaret. He was as ſome 
flagitious and abandoned Wretch, from whom every One, 
diſdaining ſuch a Character, and diſclaiming ſuch an 
Acquaintance, ſudiouſly bid his. Face. | 
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all meek and gentle, like a Lamb to the Slaughter 
for Us; and, as a Sheep before her Shearers is 
dumb, ſo he opened not his Mouth: — Thus, 
are We inſtructed to bear, with decent Magnani- 
= the various Aſſaults of Adverſity ; and to paſs, 
with a becoming Tranquillity of Temper, through 
the ruder Blaſts of injurious Treatment: thus are 
We delivered from the unutterably fiercer Storms, 
of incenſed and inexorable Juſtice ; from the“ Fire, 
<« the Brimſtone, and the horrible Tempeſt, which 
« ſhall be the Portion of the Ungodly.“ 


Tnov Peſtilence, that ſcattereſt Ten thouſand 
Poiſons from thy baleful Wings ; tainting the Air, 
and infecting the Nations: that leaveſt mighty Re- 
gions depopulated, and crouded Cities, even great 
and fair, without Inhabitant :!—— He, who arms 
thee with inevitable Deſtruction, and ordains thee 
to march before his angry Countenance ; to 
ſpread Deſolation among the Tents of the Wicked, 
and be the Forerunner of far more fearful Indigna- 
tion : HE, in his holy Humanity, was arraigned as 
& Criminal; and, though Innocence itſelf, yea, the 
very Pattern of Perfection, was condemned to die, 
like the moſt execrable Miſcreant : as a Nuiſance 
to Society, and the very Bane of the public Happi- 
neſs, He was hurried away to Execution, and ham- 
mered to the Gibbet That, by his Blood, He 
might prepare a ſovereign Medicine, to cure Us of 
a more fatal Diſtemper, than the Peſtilence that 
walketh in Darkneſs, or the Sickneſs that deftroyeth 
at Noon-day : that he might himſelf ſay to our laſt 
Enemy.“ O Death, I will be thy Plague; O 
Grave, I will be thy Deſtructionf.“ 


Hat, 
Deore Him went the Peſtilence, Hab. iii. 5, 
| Ho xiii, 14. e * 
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Heat, whoſe burning Influence parches the Li- 
2 Wilds ; tans, into Soot, the 2 Com- 
exion; and makes every Species of Life pant, 

nguiſh, and ſicken: Cold, whoſe icy Breath gla- 
zes yearly the Ruſſian Seas; often glues the frozen 
Sailor to the Cordage ; and ſtiffens the Traveller in- 
to a Statue of rigid Fleſh ;:——HE, who ſome- 
times mingles You both, and produces a delightful 
Temperature; ſometimes, ſuffers You to act ſe- 
— and rage with intolerable Severity : that 

ing of Heaven, and Controuler of univerſal Na- 
ture, when dwelling in a Tabernacle of Clay, was 
expoſed to chilling Damps, and ſmitten by ſultry 


Beams: the Stars, in their midnight Watches, 


heard Him pray ; and the Sun, in his meridian 
Fervours, ſaw Him toil :—Hence are our frozen 
Hearts diſſolved, into a Flow of divine Love; con- 
ſcious of a Deliverance from thoſe inſufferable 
Flames, which glow in the infernal Prifon, 


THov Ocean, vaſt World of Waters; He, who 
ſunk that capacious Bed for thy Reception, and 
poured the liquid Element into unfathomable Cha- 
nels ; before Whom, all thy foaming Billows, and 
floating Mountains, arc as the ſmall Drop of a 
Bucket: Who, by the leaſt Intimation of his Will, 


| ſwells thy fluid Kingdoms, in wild Confuſion, to 


mingle with the Clouds; or reduces them, in calm 
Compoſure, to ſlumber on the Shores: He, who, 
once, gave thee a Warrant to overwhelm the whole, 
Earth, and bury all it's degenerate Inhabitants in a 
atery Grave; but has, now, laid an eycrlaſting 
mbargo on thy boiſterous Waves; and bound thee,, 


all fierce and madding as Thou art, id Chains 


ſtronger than Adamant, yet formed of deſpicable 
Sand ;—— All the Waves and Billows of inexorable 
Vengeance, paſſed over HIS tormented: Bodys and 
| | » a fſicted 


ing br 
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afflicted Soul: that We might emerge from thoſe 
Dopths of Miſery, from that Abyſs o Guilt, into 
which We were plunged by Adam's Fall, and more 
irretrievably ſunk by our own Tranſgreſſions: that, 
at the laſt, We might be reſtored to that happy 
World, which is rep:elſenced, in the Viſion of Gop, 
as having no Sea; to denote it's perpetual Sta- 


. 


bility, and undiſturbed Serenity, 


Ys Mountains, that overlook the Clouds, and 
roje& a Shade into diſtant Provinces : everlaſting 
. of Nature, not to be ſhook by conflicting 
Elements; not to be torn by the Convulſions of 
Earthquakes; nor impaired even by the Ravages 
of Time: — He, who bid 7 Ridges riſe ſo high, 
and your Foundations ſtand ſo faſt: in whoſe Scale, 
You are lighter than Duſt; in whoſe Eye, You 
are leſs than nothing :—HE ſunk, beneath a Load 
of Woes ; Woes inſupportable, but not his own 
when He took our Iniquities, and heaved the more 
than mountainous Burden from a guilty World, 


Ys verdant Mods, that crown our Hills, and 
are crowned yourſelves with leafy Honours : Ye 
humble Shrubs, adorned, in Spring, with opeging 
Bloſſoms ; and fanned, in Summer, by gentle Gales: 
ye, tnat in diſtant Climes, or in cultivated Gar- 
dens, breathe out ſpicy Odours, and embalm the 
Air with delightful Perfumes ;— Your all-glerious 
and ever- bleſſed Creator's Head, was incircled with 
the thorny Wreath ; his Face defiled with contu- 
melious Spitting; and his Body bathed in a bloody 
Sweat ;——that We might wear the Crown, the 
Crown of Glory, which fadeth not away ; and 
live, for evermore, ſurrounded with Delights as 
much ſurpaſſing yours, as yours exceed the rug- 
ged Deſolations of Winter. | | 
THov 
Rev. xxl. 1. 


— — 
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Tuo mantling Vine ; He, who hangs, on th 
fender Shoots, the rich, tranſparent, weighty Clu» 
ter; Who, under thy unornamented Follage, and 
amlaſt the Pores of thy otherwiſe worthleſs Bou hy 
prepares the Liquor=——the refined and exalted Li- 

uor, that chears the Nations, and fills the Cup of 

Oy 1=—mTrg4;, Whoſe Branches are elevated and 
waving in Alr Tk or diffuſed, in eaſy Confinement, 
along « ſunny Wall ; He, who loads You with a 
lovely Burden of delicious Fruits z Whoſe genial 
Warmth beautifies their Rind, and mellows their 
Taſte j———HE, when voluntarily ſubje& to our 
Wants, inſtead of being refreſhed with your gene- 
rous Juices, or regaled with your luſcious Pulp | 
had a loathſome Potion of Vinegar, mingled with 
Gall, addreſſed to his Lips :——that We might eat 
of the Fruit of the Tree of Life, which growsin the 
midſt of the Paradiſe of Gon“; and drink new 
Wine, with Him, in his Father's Kingdom, 

Vr luxuriant Meadows; He, who, without the 
Seed-man's Induſtry, * our irriguous 
Lap, with never-failing Crops of Herbage ; who 
enamels their chearful Green, with Flowers of every 
Hue: Ye fertile Fields; He, who bleſſes the 
Labours of the Huſbandman ; who enriches your 
well-tilled Plains with waving Harveſts, and calls 
forth the Staff of Life from your Furrows ; He, 
who cauſes both Meadows and Fields to laugh and 
ſing, for the Abundance of Plenty :-HE was no 
Stranger to corroding Hunger, and parching Thirſt ; 
He eat the bitter Bread of Woe, and had © Plen- 
& teouſneſs of Tears to drink :''—that We might 

rtake of richer Dainties, than thoſe which are 
produced by the Dew of Heaven, and proceed from 
the Fatneſs of the Earth; that We might feed on 
« the hidden Manna,” and cat the Bread which 


giveth Life, eternal Life, unto the World, 


® Rev, if, 7. 
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Yr Mine, rich in golden Ore, or bright with 
Veins of 8llver z that diſtribute you ſhining Trea- 
ſures, as far as Winds can waſt the Veſlal of Com- 
merce j who beſtow your Alms on Monarchs, and 
have Princes for your Penſioners; Ye Beds of 
Gems, Toy-ſhops of jealous Nature, which forms 
in dark Retirement, the -— Stone j Diamondry 
that ſparkle with a brilliant Water; Rub/er, that 
glow with à crimſon Flame ; Zmeralgr, dipped in 
the freſheſt Verdure of Spring 3 Sapphire, decked 
with the faireſt N of the Sky 3 Topay, em- 
blazed with dazling Yellow z Ametby/f, impurpled 
with the Bluſhes of the Morning: — He, wha 
tinctures the metallic Duſt, and conſolidates the 
lucid Drop; HE, when ſojourning on Earth, had 
no Riches, but the Riches of diſintereſted Beneya» 
lence ; had no Ornament, but the Ornament of 
unſpotted Purity: poor he was in his Circumſtany 
ces, and mean in all his Accommodations; that 
WE might be rich in Grace, and“ obtain Salvati- 
„an with eternal Glory:“ that We might for 
ever inherit the new Feruſalem, that ſplendid City, 
whoſe Streets are paved with pure Gold, and the 
Walls garniſhed with all manner of precious Stones“. 


Ye guſhing Fountains, that trickle potable Silver 
through the matted Graſs: Ye fine tranſparent 
Streams, that gale, in cryſtal Waves, along yout 
fringed Banks : Ye deepand ſtately Rivers, that wind 
and wander in your Courſe to ſpread your Favours 

wider; that gladden Kingdoms in your Progreſs,,and 

augment the Sea with your Tribute wha, who 
ſupplies all your Currents, from his own ever-flows 
ing and inexhauſtible Liberality ; HE, when his 
Nerves were racked with Ln Pain, * his 


* Rev. xxl. 19. 21. 
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even the odoriferous Souls of Herbs, and Plants, 
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Blood nates b raging Fever, cried, I THIRST; 
and (O! unparallelled Hardſhip !) was denied, in 
his great Extremity, the poor Refreſhment of a 
fingle Drop of Water :!—— That We, having all 
Bufficiency in all Things, might abound to every 
good Work Here ; and, Hereafter might be filled 
with all the Fulneſs of Gon, and „ drink of his 
6 Pleaſures, as out of a River.“ 


' Ys Birds, chearful Tenants of the Bough, gay- 


n ly drefled in gleſſy Plumage ; who wake the Morn, 


and ſolace the Groves, with your artleſs Lays : Sur- 
ans Architects, who without Rule or Line, 
uild 8 Structures with inimitable Nice- 
nefs : You have each his commodious Neſt, roofed 
with Shades, and lined with Warmth, to protect 
and cheriſh the callow Brood: ——But He, who 
tuned your Throats to Harmony, and taught You 
that curious Skill; HE was « a Man acquainted © 
ac yith Grief,” and had not where to lay his Head; 
had not Where to lay his Head, till He felt the 
Pangs of Diffolution, and was laid in the filent 
Grave :—— That We, dwelling under the Wi 
of Omnipotence, and reſting in the Boſom of infi- 


nite Love, might {pend an harmonious Eternity in 


e ſinging the Song of Moſes, and of the L B.“ 


Bes, induſtrious Workmen ; that ſweep, with 
buſy Wing, the flowery Garden; and ſearch the 
blooming Heath; and ſip the millifluous Dews : 
Strangers to Idleneſs, that ply, with inceſſant Aſ- 
fiduity, your pleaſing Taſk ; and ſuffer no opening 
Bloſſom to paſs unexplored, no ſunny Gleam to 


lip away unimproved: moſtcingenious Artificers, 


that cling to the fragrant Buds, and, pond nice 
inſerted Tubes, probe them to the very Bottom; 
drain them of their treaſured Sweets; and extract 


and 
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and Flowers: — | You, when you have completed 


your Work ; collected, refined, and ſecurely lodg- 
ed the ambroſial Stores and might reaſonably ex- 
ect the peaceful Fruition of your Acquiſitions 3 
You, alas ! are barbarouſly- 8 and leave 
our hoarded Delicacies to others: leave them to 
be enjoyed by your very Murderers. I cannot but 
pity your hard Deſtiny How, then, ſhould m 
wels melt with Sympathy, and Eyes flow wit 
Tears *; when I remember,, that ri thus-it fared 
with your and our incarnate Maker ! __ 
a Life of the moſt exemplary and uſeful Piety ; 
Life, filled with Offices of Beneficence, and "Ne 
bours of Love; HE was, by wicked Hands, cru- 
cified and ſlain : He left the Honey of his Toil, the 
Balm of his Blood, and the Riches of his Obe- 
dience, to be ſhared among Others : to be ſhared 
even-among Thoſe, who too often crucify Him a- 
freſh, and put Him to open Shame. > + 


SHALL I mention the Animal, that ſpins her ſoft, 
her ſhining, her exquiſitely fine ſilken Thread t 
Whoſe matchleſs Manufactures lend an Ornament 
to Grandeur, and make Royalty itſelf more magni- 
ficent.— Shall I take notice of the Cell, in which, 
when the Gaiety and Buſineſs of Life are over, the 
little Recluſe immures herſelf, and ſpends the Re- 
mainder of her Days in Retirement: — Shall I rather 
obſerve: the Sepulchre, which, when cloyed: with 
Pleaſure, and weary of the World, ſhe prepares 
for her own Interment ; or how, when a ſtated 
Period is elapſed, She awakes from a Death-like In- 
activity; breaks the Incloſure of her Tomb; throws. 
D 2 | off 
#* Canſt Thou, ungrateful Man, his Torments ſee, 
Nor drop a Tear for HIM, who pour'd his Blood for | 
Thee ? PiTT's Poems, Octavo. 
+ No oae, T hope, will: be offended at.my introduce- 
ing, on fach an ados, Creatures of ſo low a Rank. 


2 Since 
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off the duſky Shroud ; aſſumes a new Form; puts 
on a more fumptuous Array; and, from an Inſect 

g on the Ground, becomes a winged Inhabi- 
tant of the Air ?—No: this is a poor Reptile; and 
therefore unworthy to ſerve as an Illuſtration, when 
any Character of the Son of Gon comes under Con- 
fideration. But—let me correct myſelf, Was not 
Ennis (to uſe the Language of his own bleſſed 
Spirit) * a Worm, and no Man * ?” Did He not 
alſo bequeath the fine Linen of his own moſt perfect 


Righteouſneſs, to compoſe the WER ths hey" + 
i or 


Since, even the Volumes of Inſpiration ſeem to lend me 
the Sanction of their ſacred Authority, As they diſdain 
to compare the bleſſed Jezvs to a Door, a Highway, 
15 And, perhaps, / Compariſons, which reſpect a 
eing of infinite Dignity, are not only mean, but equally 
Mean and 8 
I am ſenfble, likewiſe, that in this Paragraph, and 
ſome others all the Circumſtances aro not completely 
evrreſpondent, But If, In e grand Puyticulars, the 
Reddtion anſwers to the Dy/eriprion j this, I truſt, will 
be ſuſicient for my Purpoſe, and (atlifafQtory to my Ren» 
ders,—Perhaps, it would be no miſtaken Caution, to 
ply the ſame Obſervation to many of the bauiiful 
ae Parables, and Allegorles, uſed by our Lok py 
Ch as the brazen Serpent, the 1% Steward, the 
Fat in the Night, Ge. Which, if fcropulouſly Aft 
ed, or rigoronfly ſtralned, for an intire Colneldence in 
every Cireumſtanee, muſt appear 4 Diſadvantage, 
and lead into palpable Inconveniencies, 
* Pſalm xxl, 6. 
4 This, and ſeyeral other Hints, interſperſed in the 
Twa Volumes, refer to the «five and pafive Righteoul- 
Me efy of Cyr 187, imputed to Believers, for el. 
ation, . Which, in the Opinion of many great Expoſi- 
, is the myſtical and the moſt ſublime Meaning of the 
in Garment, ſo emphatically and forcibly recom- 
ended by the Teacher fent from Gov, Mart, xxil. 11. 
A Doctrine, which Some of Thoſe who honour my Me- 


— Bitations with a Peruſal; probably, may not receive with 
© 43s ' 1 | 2. 


* 
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for our naked Souls? Did He not, before his Fleſn 
ſaw Corruption, emerge triumphant from the Grave; 
and mount not the lower Firmament only, but 
aſcend the higheſt Heavens; taking. Poſſeſſion of 
thoſe immortal Manſions, in our Name, and as our 
Forerunner? as WE 
D 3 _ 


much, if any, Approbation. I hope, the whole Per- 
formance will not be caſhiered, for one Difference in 
Sentiment: and [ beg, that the Sentiment itſelf may not | 
haſtily be rejected, without a ſerious Hearing. For, ! 
have the Pleafure of being intimately acquainted with a 
Gentleman of good Learning, and diſtinguiſhed Senſe, 
who had once as ſtrong Prepoſſeſſions againſt this Tenet, 
as can well be imagined, Yet now, not only admits it, 
as a Truth ; but embraces it, as the Joy gf his Heart'; 
and cleaves to it, as the Rock of his Hopes, A clcar 
and cogent Treatiſe, intitled 2998 to the Righteon/* 
weſt of Gov, was the Inſtrument of removing his Preju- * 
ces, and aq ny Him to a better judgment, —In 
which He has been happily confirmed, by the Authority 
of the molt %% rien Names, and the Works of the 
moſt eminent Pens, that have ever adorned. our Church 
and Nation, In this Number, are — UHlſhop Jeavel, one 
of our great Reformers z and the other venerable. Com- 
pilers of gur Homilies j—Archbiſhop C/, that Oracle 
of payer Learning Biſhop Ha, the devout and 
brightly Ofator, of his Age the copious and fervent 
Iſhop Hophins j—the enn dod and unaffected 
Biſhop » Beveridge that everlaſting» Honour of the 
Bench of  Judicature, Lord Chief [Juſtice Malers i-ithe 
nervous, florid,. and perſuaſive. Dean Stanhope -t 
practical and perſpicuous Mr, Bur4iez-—and,-to ſummen 
no other Fee | Hate Genius nyt Why 
> 
(| 


in various Parta q hls jving Poem, inculcates, this, gory ' 
fortable Truth; and, in ove Paſlag repreſents tynder” 17 
the very ſame Image, made uſe of above. Buok x. J. 242. * 
I had almoſt forgot to mention, that the Treatife hithifed 

Submiffion, . Ke. was written by Mr. Benjamin Terk: ; 
whoſe Book of Devotions has deſervedly paſſed through 
Neri Editions; and is truly, admirable for the Sublimity, , 


" ww + \ 
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Ys Ci, that reſt in your incloſed Paſtures ; 
Ve Beaſts, that range the 2 Foreſt ; Ye Fiſh, 
that rove through trackleſs Paths of the Sea: Sheep, 
clad in Garments, which, when left by You, are 
wore by Kings z Kine, who feed on Verdure, 
which, tranſmuted in your Bodies, and trained 
from your Udders, furniſhes a Repaſt for Queens 3 : 
Lions, roaring after your Prey z and Leviathan 
taking your Paſtime in the great Deep: with all 
that climb the Hills, or creep the Vales z all that 
A Firmament, or tread the Soil, or ſwim 
the Wave :!—He, who ſpreads his ever-hoſpitable 
Board z who admits You all to be his continual 
Gueſts ; and ſuffers You to want no manner of 
Thing that is Good ;—-HE was deſtitute, afflited, 
tormented z endured all that was miſerable and re- 
hfulz in order to exalt a degenerate Race, 
who had debaſed themſelves to a Level with the 
Beaſts that periſh, to Seats of moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Honour: in order to introduce the Slaves of Sin, 
zoo Heirs of Hell, into conſummate and everlaſting 
| 8, , 


$Un LY, the Contemplation of ſuch a Subject, 
and the diſtant Anticipation of ſuch a Hope, may 
almoſt turn Earth into Heaven, and make even in- 
animate Nature vocal in Praif „ Let it, then, 
break forth ſrom every Creature, Let the mean,, 
— the inſpiring Impulſe z let the %, ac- 

nowledge themſelves unable, worthily to expreſs 
the ſtupendous Goodneſy,-Praiſe HIM, ye 5 
that eraw! on the Ground ; who though high above 
ul Height, humbled Himſelf to dwell. in Duſt, 
Bleat gut, ye Valleys z let broader Lows bo . 
er ve 


Bpirituality, and Propriety of the Sentimonts 4 as well as 
kir the pachole Th, of pie, yith hich they 
aro clok hed, 

J au J 
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ſive from the Hills ; ye Fare/ts catch, and ye Racks. 
retain, the inarticulate Hymn; for the great and 


dod Shepherd, diſdained not to be born in the 
table, and, with frequent Step, to retire into the 


and warble in your Notes, HIS Praiſe z who, 
though Lok p of the celeſtial Abodes, while ſo- 


journing on Earth, wanted a Shelter, commodious 
as your Neſts.— Ve rougher World of Brute, join 


with the gentle Songſters of the Shade, and howl to 
HIM your hoarſe Applauſe z who breaks the Jagy» 
bones of the infernal Lion; who ſoftens into Mild» 
neſs the ſavage Diſpoſition z and bids the Wolf lie 
down, in amicable Agreement, with the Iamb. 
Wave, ye ſtately Cedarv, in Sign of Worſhip, wave 


your branching Heads to HIM Who meekly bow- 


ed his own, on the accurſed Tree. Breathe balmy 
Incenſe, ye blooming Flowers, to the incarnate My» 


ſtery z who, though his Name be, Wonderfu), . 
Counſellor, the mighty Gop, and the Prince of. 


Peace; yet vouchſafes to be called the Roſe of Shav 
ron, and the Lily of the Valleys.— Plea/ing Profs 
pets, Scenes of 
With laviſh Nature, to form a Paradiſe below j lay 


forth all your Charms, and in all your Charms con- 


feſs yourſelves a mere Blank j compared with HIS 
Amiableneſy, who “ is faireſt among Ten thouſa 
« and altogether lovely.“ Drop down, ye ge 
Shower: and teftify,. av You fall) O! telly 
Grace, which deſcends more gopiouſly than the 
Rain, diſtilys more ſweetly than the Dew, Let 
ſighing Gales breathe, and murmuring Rivwlets 
flow flow, in harmonious Conſonance, to HIM; 
whoſe Spirit, is far more reviving, than the cooling 


Breeze z who is himſelf the Fountain of living Wa- 


ton. Ve Lightnings, blaze to HIS Honour; ye 


pagate 


i * = 


Deſurt.— Birdi of the Air, waft on yu Wings, 


auty, where niceſt Art conſpixes 


» 4 


n 
HIS. 


Thundert, ſound HIS Praife z while reverberating- 
Cu, return, the Roar, and bellowing Oceans pro- 


| 
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pagate the tremendous Anthem: * * of Crea- 


tures, in tent Oratory diſplay the Triumphs of 
HIS Meekneſs; who, amidſt the moſt provoking 
Inſults, was dumb, and opened not his Mouth.“ 
Great Source of Day, addreſs thy radiant Ho- 
mage to a far ſublimer Sun; write in all thy ample 
Round, with every lucid Seam, O! write HIS 
Praiſe ; whoſe Word, accompanied with his Spirit, 


"ſheds brighter Light, and more exhilarating Rays, 


3 the Mind, —Shine clear, ye Skies ; look 
nh thou Earth; let every Creature (mile ; for, by 

e Appearance of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, Peace 
is made with Heaven, and Joy come down to dwell 
on Earth. Angel: and Archangels, let your Songs 
be of JESUS, and teach the Heaven of Heavens to 
echo with his honoured Name: Ye beheld Him, 
with greater Tranſports of Admiration, when you 
attended His Agony, in the Garden, and ſaw Him 
proſtrate on the Ground; than when You beheld 


- univerſal' Nature riſing at his Call, and aw the 


Wonders of creating Might: Tune, tune to loſtleſt 
Notes your golden Harps, and waken Ruptures, un- 


known before even in heavenly Bteaſts : while 4% 
"that has Breath, ſwells the ſacred Concert, and 


burſts into a boundleſs Peal of Melody. 


CHrerty, let Man exalt his Volce ] let Man, 
with diſtinguiſhed Hoſannas, hail the REDEKMEX. 
For Man, He was ſtretched upon the racking 
fa; for Man, He was conſigned to the gloomy 
pulchre, === However different, therefore, in 
ur Age, or more different in your Cireumſtanees, 
nanu in magnifying a Saviour, whe Is no 
ReſpeRor' of Perſons z who gave himſelf a Ranſom 
for all. Bend, ye Kings, from ** Threnes of 
Ivory and Gold ; in on obes of Imperial "Ok 
fall proftrate at HIS Feet; who forſook a nobler 
Throne, and laid aſide more illuſtrious Enfigns of: 
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Majeſty ; that You might reign with Gon for ever 
and ever. Children of Poverty, meaneſt of Mor- 
tals (if any can be call'd poor, who are thus enrich- 
ed; if any can be accounted mean, who are thus 
ennobled) ; rejoice, greatly rejoice in Gop your Sa- 
viour; who choſe to be indigent, choſe to be con- 
temned ; that You might be intitled to the Trea- 
ſures, and be numbered with the Princes, of Heaven, 
ens of Afiidion, though harraſſed with Pain, 
and inured to Anguiſh, O] change your Groans in- 
to Songs of Gratitude ; let no complaining Voice, 
no jarring String be heard, in the univerſal Sym- 
wy 4; ut glorify the LAMB even in the Fires z 
who himſelf bore greater Torment, than You feel 
and has promiſed You a Share in the Joy, He inhe- 
rits; who has made your Sufferings ſhort, and will 
make your Reſt eternal. — en of hoary Locks, 
bending beneath a wa of Years, and tottering 
on the Brink of the Grave; let CHRIST be your 
Support, under all Infirmities z lean upon CRI, 
as the Rock of your Salvation; let his Name, his 
precious Name, form the laſt Accents, that quiver 
on your pale expiring Lips: and let this be the firſt, 
that liſps on your Tongues, ye tender [nfants 2 re- 
member your RrgpxktMER ln your earlieſt Mo- 
ments : devote the Choice of your Hours to the learn - 
Ing of hia Will, and the Chief of your Strength to 
the glorifying of HIS Name l who, in the PerfeQi= 
en of Health, and the very Prime of Manhood, was 
content to become a motionlefs and ghaſtly Corpſe z 
that You might be girt with the Vigour, and eloath» 
ed with the Bloom, of immortal Youth, 


Ys Spirits of iu Men made perſeft, who are re- 
leaſed from the Burden of the Fleſh ; and freed from 
all the vexatious Sollickations, of Corruption in 
Yourſelves ; delivered from all the dreadful Effects, 
of Iniquity in Others: Who ſojourn no longer Aur 
| . 3... 0% . 
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the Tents of Strife, or the Territories of Diſorder 


but are received into that pure, harmonious, holy 


Society, where no ungenerous Action creates out- 
ward Irregularity, no ſuſpicious Jealouſies breed in- 
ward Diſuffection ; where every one acts up to his 
amiable and exalted Character; where Gop himſelf 
is pleaſed graciouſly and immediately to preſide, — 
You find, not without pleaſing Aſtoniſhment, your 
Hopes improved into actual Enjoyment, and your 
Faith delightfully ſuperſeded by the Beatific Viſion: 
You feel all your former Shyneſs of Behaviour, hap- 
pily loſt in the Overflowings of unbounded Love 
and all your little Differences of Opinion, intirely 
overwhelmed in the Tides of invariable Truth 
Bleſs, therefore, with all your enlarged Powers, bleſs 
His infinitely larger Goodneſs z who, when he had 
overcome the Sharpneſs of Death, opened the Gates 
of Paradiſe, opened the Kingdom of Heaven, to all 
Generations, and to every Denomination, of the 


Faithful, 


II Men of holy Converſation, and humble Tem- 
pers, think of HIM, who loved You, and waſhed You 
from your Sins in his own Blood': think of Him, on 
your ſilent Couch ; talk of Him, im every ſocial In- 
terview :.glory in his Excellencies ; make your boaſt 
of his Obedience; and add, ſtill continue to add, 
the Muſic of a dutiful Life, to all the Oblations of a 
grateful Tongue. Weakeſt of Believers, who go 
mourning coker a Senſe of Guilt, and confliting 
with the ceaſeleſs Aſſaults of Temptation; O] put 
off your Sack-cloth, and be girded with Gladneſs, . 
Becauſe, Ixsus, is as merciful to hear, as He is 
mighty to help. Becauſe, He knows your Integri- 
ty, amidſt all your Failings ; He is touched with the 
tendereft ſympathizing Concern, for all your Diſ- 
treſſes; and He lives, ever lives, to be your Advo- 
cate with the FATHER. —Why then ſhould uneaſy 
Doubts,, ſadden your Countenances ? Why ſhould 

7 a | deſponding 
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deſponding Fears, oppreſs your Souls? Turn, turn 
thoſe diſconſolate Sighs into chearful Hymns; ſince 


you have his 8 Interceſſion, his ine/timas | 
e 


ble Merits, to be your Anchor in all Tribulations, 
to be your Paſſport into eternal Bleſſedne(s,—Above 
all, O Ye Miners of the Sanctuary; Heralds com- 
miſſioned fiom above; lift, every One, his Voice 
like a Trumpet, and loudly proclaim the RypREZM- 
ER, Get Ye up, Ye Ambaſſadors of Peace, get 
Ye up into the high Mountains ; and ſpread far and 
wide the Honours of the LAMB, “ that was ſlain, 
« but is alive for evermore.” Teach every ſacred 
Roof, to reſound with his Famez and every human 
Heart, to glow with his Love, Declare, as far as 
the Force of Words will go, declare the inconceiva- 
ble Richneſs, of that atoning Blood; whoſe Merits 
are commenſurate with the Glories of the Divi- 
N1TY *, Tell the ſinful Wretch, what Pity yearns 
in IMMANUR&L's Bowels; and what, the eompaſſi- 
onate High-Prieſt, has done for his Soul, Invites 


the 


* If in this Place, and others, I have ſpoken mag- 
nificently of the Blood of CurisT, and it's unknown 
Efficacy to expiate Guiltz I think, it is no more than 
is expreſs'd, in a very celebrated Hymn ; written by 


one of the greateſt #izs, who had alſo been one of the 


E Libertines, and afterwards commenced one of 
e moſt remarkable Penitents, in France, A Hymn, 
which even Mr. Bayle confeſſes to be a very fine one; 
which another great Critic calls an admirab/e one; and 
which, a Genius ſuperior to them both, recommends as a 
- noble one (See Spe&, Vol. VII. No 513. 
The Author, having acknowledged his Crimes to be, 
beyond Meaſure heinous, and almoſt beyond Forgive- 
neſs provoking ; ſo provoking, as to render even 
Tears from ſuch Eyes offenſive, and Prayers from ſuch 
Lips abominable :——compoſes himſelf to ſubmit, with- 
out the leaſt repining Sentiment; to ſubmit, even with 


Praiſe and Adoration, to the moſt dreadful Doom. Ac- 


cordingly, He ſtands in reſigned Expectation, of being 


* 1 * a 
A je FR 9 *% 
* : 
. 1 KY ? 1 — 
g r - * 


TEST 


, - 
* 
122 


60 A Deſeant upon CREATION. 


the Indigent, to become rich; intreat the Guilty, 
to accept of Pardon; becauſe, in the crucified 
Jzs8vs is Fulneſs of Grace and All-ſufficiency to 
ſave, While You, placed in conſpicuous Stati- 
ons, pour the joyful Sound; may l, as I ſteal through 
the Vale of humble Life, catch the pleaſing Accents! 
For me, the Author of all Bleſſings became a Curſe : 
for me, his Bones were diſlocated, and his Fleſh was 
torn : He hung, with ſtreaming Veins, and an ago- 
nizing Soul, on the Croſs, for me. Ol, may I. 
in my little Sphere, and amidſt the ſcanty Circle of 
my Acquaintance, at leaſt whiſper theſe glad tran- 
ſporting Tidings z whiſper them from my own 
Heart, that they may ſurely reach, and ſweetly pene- 
trate theirs, SES 
Bur, when Men and Angels raiſe the grand 
Hymn ; when all Worlds, and .all Beings, add 
their collective Acclamations, and unite in harmoni- 
ous Gratitude ;-this full, fervent, and univerſal 
Chorus, will be ſo inferior to the Riches of the RE- 
DEEMER's Grace; ſo diſproportionate to the Mag- 
nificence of his Glory; that it will ſeem but to de- 
baſe, the unutterable Theme, it attempts to exalt : 
the loud Hallelujah will die away, in the ſolemn 
mental Eloquence of proſtrate, rapturous, /ilent 
Adoration. be | 
Oh Goodneſs infinite! Goodneſs immenſe ! 
And Love that paſſeth Knowledge !\——//rads 
are vain ; 
Language is bot in IVanders ſo divine. 
Come then, expreſſive SILENCE, muſe his 
Praiſe. | 
inſtantly ſtruck by the Bolts of Vengeance: but—-——with 
Re. a Turn of Thought, equally ſurpriſing and ſprightly; 


with a Faith properly founded, and happily firm; adds, 
4 Yet where! O where! ca even thy Thunders fall? 
a Cngisr's Blood o'erſpreads and ſhields me from 


them all. 
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